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SIGAR shall charge the direct cost of
producing the document(s). If duplica-
tion charges are expected to exceed $25,
the FOIA Officer shall notify the re-
quester, unless the requester has indi-
cated in advance a willingness to pay
fees as high as those anticipated.

(e) Advance payments required. (1) The
FOIA Officer may require a requester
to make an advance deposit of up to
the amount of the entire anticipated
fee before the FOIA Officer begins to
process the request if:

(i) The FOIA Officer estimates that
the fee will exceed $250; or

(ii) [Reserved]

(2) The requester has previously
failed to pay a fee in a timely fashion.

(i) [Reserved]

(ii) When the FOIA Officer requires a
requester to make an advance pay-
ment, the 20-day period described in
§9301.6(c)(1) shall begin when the FOIA
Officer receives the payment.

(f) No assessment of fee. SIGAR shall
not charge a fee to any requester if:

(1) The cost of collecting the fee
would be equal to or greater than the
fee itself; or

(2) SIGAR fails to comply with any
time limit under the FOIA for respond-
ing to a request for records where no
unusual or exceptional circumstances
apply.

[77 FR 34180, June 11, 2012, as amended at 77
FR 38172, June 27, 2012]

§9301.9 Fees for categories of request-
ers.

SIGAR shall assess fees for certain
categories of requesters as follows:

(a) Commercial use requesters. In re-
sponding to commercial use requests,
SIGAR shall assess fees that recover
the full direct costs of searching for,
reviewing and duplicating records.

(b) Educational institutions. SIGAR
shall provide records to requesters in
this category for the cost of duplica-
tion alone, excluding charges for the
first 100 pages. To qualify for inclusion
in this fee category, a requester must
show that the request is authorized by
and is made under the auspices of a
qualifying institution and that the
records are sought to further scholarly
research, not an individual goal.

(c) Representatives of the news media.
SIGAR shall provide records to re-

§9301.11

questers in this category for the cost of
duplication alone, excluding charges
for the first 100 pages.

(d) All other requesters. SIGAR shall
charge requesters who do not fall with-
in paragraphs (a) through (c) of this
section fees that recover the full direct
cost of searching for and duplicating
records, excluding charges for the first
100 pages of reproduction and the first
two hours of search time.

§9301.10 Other charges.

SIGAR may apply other charges, in-
cluding the following:

(a) Special charges. SIGAR shall re-
cover the full cost of providing special
services, such as sending records by an
overnight delivery service, to the ex-
tent that SIGAR elects to provide
them.

(b) Interest charges. SIGAR may begin
assessing interest charges on an unpaid
bill starting on the 31st day following
the day on which the FOIA Officer sent
the billing. Interest shall be charged at
the rate prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717 and
will accrue from the date of billing.

(c) Aggregating requests. When the
FOIA Officer reasonably believes that a
requester or a group of requesters act-
ing in concert is attempting to divide a
request into a series of requests within
a 30-day period for the purpose of
avoiding fees, the FOIA Officer shall
aggregate those requests and charge
accordingly.

[77 FR 34180, June 11, 2012, as amended at 77
FR 38172, June 27, 2012]

§9301.11 Payment and waiver.

(a) Remittances. Payment shall be
made in the form of check or money
order made payable to the Treasury of
the United States. At the time the
FOIA Officer notifies a requestor of the
applicable fees, the Officer shall inform
the requestor of where to send the pay-
ment.

(b) Waiver. SIGAR may waive all or
part of any fee provided for in §§9301.8
through 9301.9 when the FOIA Officer
deems that as a matter of administra-
tive discretion or disclosure of the in-
formation is in the general public’s in-
terest because it is likely to contribute
significantly to public understanding
of the operations or activities of the
Government and is not primarily in the
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